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Our Office was abuzz with the great news that Berrigan and Tumbarumba Shires 
were successful in their bids for funding through RDAF round 3. The injection of 
these funds will create jobs, enhanced community liveability and attraction of 
new residents. We also encourage you to read about our Homelessness Action 
Plan and due to its success, we’ll be delivering strategies to support sustained 
tenancies for another year!  From the RDA Murray Team 

 

 
 
 

The Deni Innovation Expo 2013 was deemed a great success.  
 
Manager of the event Andrew Richardson said “With a 40% increase in exhibitor 
registrations and double the public attendance on last year, we’re extremely 
pleased with our second year efforts. It’s all due to our sponsors, exhibitors, 
partners/supporters, volunteers and participants.” 
 

 
 
 “Whilst the Deni Innovation Expo provides a great vehicle for the next 
generation of farmers to learn about leading innovation and technology, it will 
also be an enormous attractant for regional economic growth well into the 
future.” Andrew explained. 
 Planning for the Deni Innovation Expo 2014 is already underway! 
 

For further information go to www.deniinnovationexpo.org.au 
View the 2013 Photo Gallery www.deniinnovationexpo.org.au/gallery 
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$840K Funding Boost for Berrigan & Tumbarumba Shires 

The Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) Round Three provides important infrastructure to  

support small towns across regional Australia. The program funds capital infrastructure projects which are identified as  
priorities by local communities. 

                        

 
The Murray Region had two successful applications:  Revitalisation of the Sports and Community Precinct in Finley  
(Berrigan Shire) and the construction of a sporting and community ‘Hub’ at Tumbarumba (Tumbarumba Shire). 

The Finley Sports and Community Precinct will be upgraded to an elite sporting complex with modern amenities. The  
RDAF grant will fund new male and female change rooms, a commercial kitchen, a function room, a place for playgroup, 
community meeting rooms and an electronic scoreboard. It will deliver Finley and the region with a modern multipurpose 
precinct that meets local needs, elite sporting standards and visitor expectations. 

The Finley Recreation Reserve is the premier sporting complex in the region and home to many sporting groups, catering  
for 8,000 playing members and approximately 3,000 supporters and spectators. These new facilities will draw at least two  
new significantly sized sporting events, benefitting the local economy through increased visitors and spending.  
Employment opportunities will be increased during the nine-month construction period, with the creation of 13.5 jobs. Six 
ongoing new jobs will result from the completion of the project. 

The new space at the Tumbarumba Community Sport and Recreation Hub will provide a venue for meetings, functions,  
bridge conventions, local theatre performances, yoga and training courses. Making use of an existing building, the  
multipurpose facility will connect residents of the Upper Murray, enhancing liveability by encouraging community and  
social participation in healthy lifestyle activities. The provision of a gym, change rooms, and multipurpose/function room  
will maximise the year-round utilisation of the facility by a wide variety of users from both Tumbarumba and the  
surrounding region in an efficient, cost-effective manner. 

This project will support the local economy, with 10 new jobs to be created during its construction and three ongoing jobs 
 when completed. The facility will increase the number of visitors to Tumbarumba, resulting in increased spending in local 
accommodation, goods and service providers. The new Community Sport and Recreation Hub will increase the liveability  
of the area, making the Tumbarumba region a more attractive place for new residents. Operational efficiencies for the  
local council will be realised by centralising sporting facilities into a multipurpose centre. 

   

 

 
 

http://dlib.rda.gov.au/NSW/RDAF_r3_sta1_id066.html
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Hidden Homelessness 
RDA Murray is pleased to announce another year of funding to support the Homelessness Action Plan Program. 
The program boundaries have been expanded to deliver in line with Murrumbidgee Health District, which encompasses Young.  
 
Across the region, 278 clients have been assisted since the program commenced nearly four years ago, with an approximate 78% 
success rate in sustained tenancies.  There are over 40 agencies involved in the program with Coordination Group Meetings 
functioning at very productive levels. There has been a continued focus on Early Intervention and further development of strategies 
to increase pathways to obtain assistance before reaching imminent homelessness. This is being achieved through innovative 
partnerships, streamlined processes and a collaborative approach. 

                                                       
                              HAP Coordination Group in May 2013. 

RDA Murray has been invited to speak on panels across the state for the National Going Home Staying Home Reform plan. 
Throughout the month of June, Program Manager Sherri Makepeace will be visiting Wollongong, Liverpool and Queanbeyan to speak 
about the challenges, strategies and the successes of the HAP Program. 
 
RDA Murray, in partnership with Albury City Council and other regional service providers will facilitate a series of creative workshops 
to interpret 2013 Homeless Person’s Week. The theme will be Hidden Homelessness. The workshops will include Drumbeats, Ukulele, 
painting, sculpture and scrumbling (crochet).  The launch will take place on Tuesday 6 August from 4pm to 6pm at the Albury Library 
Museum whereby the newly acquired or developed skills will be showcased. Homelessness Guest Speakers will also be in attendance 
to talk about local issues and strategies. Creative Interpretations will be displayed within the Library Museum for the whole of August 
in an effort to raise awareness of the issue of Homelessness. RDA Murray invites its partners, stakeholders and community members 
at large, to attend the launch. 
For further information about the Homelessness Action Plan go to:  
http://www.rdamurray.org.au/projects/homelessness-action-plan.html or http://www.housing.nsw.gov.au/ 

 
 

http://www.rdamurray.org.au/projects/homelessness-action-plan.html
http://www.housing.nsw.gov.au/
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Children Lead the Way on Waste Reduction 

 
Domestic recycling rates in the region are well below the New South Wales state averages. Recycling rates for Commercial & 
Industrial and Construction & Demolition wastes are also falling well short of state waste recovery targets. 
 
‘Halve Waste – reduce, reuse, recycle’ is a public awareness and education campaign developed to engage the whole 
community in efforts to reduce waste and increase recycling in the greater Albury region. 
 
Albury City and Halve Waste have been teaming up to teach local students the importance of reducing the amount of waste 
going into landfill. The School Waste program teaches students the basics of composting, recycling and worm farming. 
 
Albury City Team Leader of Waste Management, Andrea Baldwin says that the program will help create a new generation of 
environmentally conscious citizens. 
 
“If we can teach young people the importance of reducing waste and recycling it is more likely to become a lifelong 
behaviour.” 
 
“It is the environment that will benefit in the long run” 
 
It is also an important part of a campaign that will raise awareness about the new organics waste collection service. From 
late 2013 a new three bin collection service will be rolled out across the Albury region, offering a weekly organics waste 
disposal service. 
 
The Halve Waste team also conducts visual waste audits for schools. This data is used to issue each school with a report 
including recommendations to increase the amount of resource recovery and to reduce the cost of waste services. 
 
The audit report is provided to schools free of charge and all information collected is treated confidentially. 
 
To find out more about the Halve Waste campaign, visit http://www.halvewaste.com.au/ 
 
 
(Source: Albury City Council) 

http://www.halvewaste.com.au/
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Facebook for Small Business 
 
Social media is an increasingly important part of any marketing strategy. It allows you to interact in a more personal, 
ongoing way than most websites do and helps you stay top of mind with your customers without spending a lot of money 
on advertising. 
 
With almost 1 billion users, Facebook is the biggest social network and the potential reach of a Facebook page is huge. 
 
When naming your page, stick as close to your business name as you can to ensure people can find you. Interaction with 
your page content, in the form of likes, comments and shares, is vital to your page growth and marketing success.  
 
To build a Facebook following: 

 Announce your page to existing customers 

 Tell your friends and family to like your page and recommend it to other friends 

 Include links in your email and website. Include a ‘Find us on Facebook’ button in your emails and add a ‘Like us on 
Facebook’ link to your website or blog 

 Put up a sign in your business and add the link to your business card 
 
The key to good Facebook content is to make it interesting for your followers. You want them to comment on, like or share 
your posts with their friends. Keep posts short and try to make them visual, by including a picture or video. 
 
Here are some basics to getting started on content: 

 Pictures and descriptions of a new product or service 

 Updates about projects you are working on 

 Helpful tips on how to use something you sell 

 Information and tips your customers would find interesting 

 Announcements of upcoming events or sales 

 Links to new content on your website or blog 

 Links to articles or videos of interest from other sites 

 Customer testimonials or reviews 

 Random, interesting facts about your industry 

 Funny or interesting quotes 
 
 
(Source: Kate Needham, NSW Trade & Investment) 
 
 


